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Readings  

General background

1.  Kuhl: Early language acquisition. Nature Neuroscience, 2004, 5, 831-842. Clear exposition of the early tasks in sound learning.  

2.  Akhtar, N.: Nativist versus constructivist goals in studying child language. J. Child Lang,  2004, 31, 459-462.  A concise juxtaposition of nativism versus constructivism

3. MacWhinney, B. A unified model of language acquisition, 2004, MS. The competition model as one of the strongest constructivist models clearly exposed. 

4. Pléh, Cs., et al Hungarian child language acquisition research: 1970-1990.  1990, Budapest. Non-evaluative summary of studies of the period, mainly published in Hungarian.
Typical acquisition

5.  Gósy, M.: Temporal coding of voicing assimilation. Acta Linguistica Hungarica,  2002, 49, , 257-276. Compares early and later development. 

6.  Gósy, M.: A synthetized speech for the evaluation…. Human factors in voice interactive systems.  1999,  123-135.  The method as well as the interaction data between lexical access and  speech processing are interesting 

7. Kassai, I. Prosodic errors in the acquisition of Hungarian: A case study. Acta Linguistica Hungarica,  1997, 44, 225-247 Early prosodic errors indicate prosodic development. 

8. MacWhinney, B.: Hungarian language acquisition as a model of grammatical development.  1985, In Slodin, D.: The crosslinguistic study of language acquisition. Vol. 2, Erlbaum, 1069-1155. A theoretical summary of classical studies and new experiments in Hungarian, on morphology and syntax.

9. Babarczy, A. The order of acquisition of functional categories and movement in Hungarian. Acta Linguistica Hungarica,  1997, 151-174 Early syntax and its generative relevance. 

10. Babarczy, A. Syntax and semantics in (mis)learning verb-argument structures. MS., 1998, Edinburgh. Early syntax and its generative relevance. 

11. MacWhinney, B.: Rules, rote, and analogy in morphological formation by Hungarian children. J. Child Lang., 1975,1,  65-77 Classic experimental evidence on the rules versus items issue.
12. Réger, Z. :The functions of imitation in child language. Applied Psycholinguistics, 1986,7, 323-352. The use of imitation by children, not the se of children by imitatrion.

13. MacWhinney, B., Pléh, Cs.  and Bates, E.: The development of sentence interpretation in Hungarian. Cognitive Psychology,1985, 17, 178‑209. Experiments in the competition framework.   

14. Pléh Cs. The development of sentence interpretation in Hungarian. In: MacWhinney, B. and Bates, E.(Eds.): The crosslinguistic study of sentence processing. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989, 158‑184. A summary of 10 years excperimentation into a typology tuned processing. 
 15. Pléh , Cs. Verbal prefixes in Hungarian children. In: Kenesei István és Pléh Csaba (ed.): Approaches to Hungarian. Vol IV. 1992, Szeged: JATE, 269‑281. Observational and experimental evvidence about aspect and syntax in children.  
16. Pléh,  Cs, Vinkler,  Zs. and Kálmán, L.: Early morphology of spatial express​ions in Hungarian children: A childes study, Acta Linguistica Hungarica, 1996, 40, 129-142. Eraly use, at 2 years already shows patterns. 

17. Gósy, M. and Kovács, M.: The mental lexicon: results of some word association experiments.  Acta Linguistica Hungarica,  2002, 49, 363-383. Many interesting descriptive results.

Bilingualism 

18. Jarovinskij, A.: The structure of the mental lexicon in Hungarian-Russian bilingual children. Acta Linguistica Hungarica,  1997, 44,  203-223. Classical description.
19. Pléh, Cs., Jarovinskij, A. Balajan, A.: Sentence comprehension in Hungarian‑Russian bilingual and monolingual preschool children. J. Child. Lang., 1987, 14, 587‑603. Bil;nguals era less mislead in parsing.
20. Navracsics, J.: Language differentiation and multilingual awareness.  Form Acquisition of Hungarian by Trilingual Children (unpublished PhD thesis). Veszprém-Pécs, 1999.  Interesting trilingual kids show early differentiation.  
21. Kovács, á.: Bilinguals` advantage in understandsing other minds.  Ms. SISSA, Trieste, IT. Intriguing data on social superiority of bilngual children. 
Impaired development 

22. Győri. M., Lukács, Á.  and Pléh, Cs. Towards the understanding Of the neurogenesis of social cognition: Evidence from impaired populations. J. Cultural  and Evolutionary Psychology, 2004,2, 261-282. Experimental studies on the social mind.   

23.  Gósy, M.: Developmental language impairment. Acta Linguistica Hungarica,  2002, 44,  175-201.  Perceptual studies of SLI. 
24. Lukács, Á., Pléh, Cs. and M. Racsmány (2004) Language in Hungarian children with Williams syndrome. In: Susanne Bartke and Julia Siegmüller (eds.) Williams Syndrome across Languages. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 187-220.
25. Lukács, Á., Pléh, Cs. and M. Racsmány (2005) Spatial language in Williams syndrome. MS. 
Hungarian Child Language in Typical and in Impaired
Populations
Syllabus
(joint list as CEUS U320/U520 and LING
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Instructor Csaba Pléh, visiting Hungarian Chair, IU 

Monday and Wednesday, 2:30-3:45
Office hours M/W  4-5. 
The course shall present Hungarian child language data of theoretical and practical relevance for linguists, students of Hungarian studies, and psychologists who are interested in comparative child language research.  The course does not suppose require knowledge  of Hungarian, though supplementary Hungarian readings shall be provided for those reading Hungarian.

First, a theoretical motivation would be given for studying child language over different languages, both from the point of view of generative grammar, learning theory based models of development, and language pathology.  This will be followed by presentation of descriptive, observational  data on the unfolding of sound structure, sentence patterns, and the lexicon  in early Hungarian child language. Some structures specifically relevant for the language-thought interface will be highlighted  such as spatial language in Hungarian. 
 Both observational and experimental sources of evidence will be used and compared. A special emphasis is being made about the relevance of   studies on Hungarian language acquisition for theoretical issues of the universality of development and its driving mechanisms, like imitation, and the cognition-language interface.  

Detailed experimental  data will be presented on the grammatical and semantic cues to sentence understanding in Hungarian. Some bilingual studies will be presented, and the effects of bilingualism on  linguistic, cognitive, and social development.

Regarding impaired language, three types of impaired populations and studies on their development of Hungarian language will be  analyzed. Williams syndrome  this rare genetic disorder with severe breakdown of spatial cognition will be used to present data on the interactions of language and cognition in development. SLI, Specific Language Impairment data will be used to highlight the relevance of crosslinguistic comparisons in deciding among rivaling models of this frequent impairment.   Finally, data on autistic children will be presented  to analyze relations between  language development, theory of mind and the brain.  

Form of teaching and class and requirements

Usually, in every week a  lecture shall be given Monday on the topic and Wednesday, classroom discussion of the relevant reading will follow. 

Grading is based on three factors: 
classroom activity 25 %

a conceptual mid-term test 25 %

and a short paper submitted by April 20.  50 %.

The papers are to be 8-10 pages long, either summaries of small issues on the basis of the literature  to be decided together with the instructor, or small analytic studies form the publicly    available CHILDES data base, on minor issues, like the appearance of 1st person marking and the like. 

Topic arrangements and readings from the reading pack 

I. The situation of child language research. January 10-12. 

Acquisition and learning. Innateness debates. The acquisition mechanisms. Universality. The role of crosslinguistic evidence. Bootstrapping mechanisms. Observational and experimental methods.  Computer tools in child language research.

Reading and discussion 

The theoretical paper No. 2.

Locate CHILDES on the internet and check its Hungarian data base.

II. Sound development in Hungarian children January 19. 

The unfolding of sounds. Early and later development. Speech processing and  articulatory problems.  Development of  investigative methods. 
Reading and discussion 

The Gósy paper, No. 6.  

III. Essentials of Hungarian syntactic development. January 24-26. 

The formation of functional categories. Early word orders and errors.  
Reading and discussion 

The Babarczy paper, No. 9. 
IV. The early   development of  morphology January 31-February 2 

The unfolding of verbal and nominal patterns. The determinants of the paradigms. The rule debates and Hungarian acquisition. 
Reading and discussion 

The MacWhinney paper  No. 11.  

V. Theoretical analysis of the mechanism  of acquisition in Hungarian February 7-9. 
The great divides: nativism, constructivism.  Rules and connections. Syntax versus cognition. Universal or language specific mechanisms.  The relevance of Hungarian.  The role of imitation. 
Reading and discussion 

The MacWhinney paper  No. 8., the    Réger paper No. 
VI. Experimental studies on sentence understanding February  14-16

Rival models of cross-language comparisons. Parameter setting, canonic forms, competition. The Hungarian early pattern: consolidation of  case marking. The role of word order.  Two basic order patterns: SVO and SOV. The peculiarity of prefixes.   

Reading and discussion 

The Pléh paper  14. 
VII.  February 21

MID TERM  TEST 

VIII. The special interest  of spatial language March 2, March 7-9

Spatial language and the language-cognition interface.  The Hungarian early pattern. The acquisition of case markers, postpositions and prefixes. Learning artificial spatial morphemes and what does it teach us?  

Reading and discussion 

The Pléh et al. paper 16  

Spring break 

IX.  Lexical development in monolinguals and bilinguals March 21-28

Determinants of early and later vocabulary acquisition. The different models (acqusition principles, social mediators). Later development: lexical structures, and their appearance in associations. Types of bilingual lexical systems and their relations to bilingualism.   
Reading and discussion 

The Gósy-Kovács paper 17  

X. Bilingual acquisition March 29-31 Bilingual grammar. Bilingual language competences.   The relationship of bilingualism to social development. 
Reading and discussion 

Kovács, No. 21   

XI. Social aspects of language acquisition: Autism and Williams syndrome. April 4-6

 The relevance of impaired populations in studying social . Autism and Ws. Why are they relevant?  Social cues to learning in WS.  

Reading and discussion 

Gyori et al. No. 22  

XII. Morphology, grammar, and understanding  in impaired populations April 11-13

 SLI and WS contrasted. Some perceptual and some gramtical models of SLI.  Stem types and overgeneralizations. The reduced opposition. 

Reading and discussion 

The Lukács, Pléh, Racsmány  paper, 24 

XII. Spatial language in impaired populations April 18-20
 Down syndrome and its impairments in language. WS spatial mcognition and its impact on the language of space. 

Reading and discussion 

The Lukacs, Pléh, Racsmany  paper 

XIII.  Classroom presentations of the papers April   18-19
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